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Minutes 

of a meeting of the 

Cabinet 

 

 
held on Friday 24 June 2022 at 10.30 am 
135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, OX14 4SB  
 
 

Open to the public, including the press 
 

Present in the meeting room:  
Cabinet members: Councillors Bethia Thomas (Vice-Chair - in the chair), Andy Crawford, 
Debby Hallett, Sally Povolotsky and Judy Roberts  
Officers: Steve Culliford (Democratic Services Team Leader)  
 
Remote attendance:  
Officers: Patrick Arran (Head of Legal and Democratic), Harry Barrington-Mountford 
(Head of Policy and Programmes), Jake Bassett (Senior Urban Design Officer), Jayne 
Bolton (Community Wellbeing Manager), Adrian Duffield (Head of Planning), Marta Bou 
Fernandez (Senior Urban Design Officer), Simon Hewings (Head of Finance), Jeremy 
Lloyd (Broadcasting Officer), Suzanne Malcolm (Deputy Chief Executive - Place), 
Adrianna Partridge (Deputy Chief Executive - Transformation and Operations), Mark 
Stone (Chief Executive) and Nicky Wyer (Didcot Garden Town Team Leader)  
 

 
 

1. Apologies for absence  
 
Councillors Neil Fawcett, Helen Pighills and Emily Smith (Chair) had all sent their 
apologies for absence.  Councillor Bethia Thomas, the Vice-Chair, took the chair for this 
meeting.   
 

2. Minutes  
 
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 8 April 2022 as a 
correct record and agree that the Chair signs them as such. 
 

3. Declarations of interest  
 
None 
 

4. Urgent business and chair's announcements  
 
None 
 

5. Public participation  
 
None 
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6. Recommendations and updates from other committees  
 
Cabinet received updates from other committees.  The Joint Audit and Governance 
Committee had approved the 2020/21 statement of accounts and the accompanying 
annual governance statement.  The Joint Scrutiny Committee had reviewed and welcomed 
the draft Joint Design Guide and had made suggestions for some changes.  Cabinet noted 
these updates.   

 
7. Didcot Garden Town - new delivery plan  
 
Cabinet considered the head of policy and programmes’ report, which proposed a revised 
delivery plan for Didcot Garden Town.  The new plan would bring forward community 
improvements, assist recovery of the area following the pandemic, and address the 
climate emergency.   
 
The council had been working with South Oxfordshire District Council on the new plan.  
The respective Cabinets were being asked to draw funds from their Council-approved 
reserves to fund delivery.  The initial estimate was £825,000, with £165,000 being from the 
Vale and £660,000 from South Oxfordshire.  Cabinet was asked to authorise the 
movement of the council’s funds into the budget year 2022/23.  Any unspent funds at the 
financial year end would be carried forward into following years.   
 
Cabinet welcomed the new delivery plan, believing that it was simpler and more 
deliverable than the previous delivery plan.  Cabinet particularly welcomed the 
environmental benefits the plan would bring, including road improvements, cycling and 
walking improvements, and a green spaces project.  The plan would be delivered by 
working with South Oxfordshire, as well as Oxfordshire County Council and Homes 
England.  Officers were thanked for producing a plan that was more deliverable.   
 
RESOLVED to: 
 
(a) approve the revised delivery plan for Didcot Garden Town, as shown in Appendix 2 to 

the head of policy and programmes’ report to Cabinet on 24 June 2022; and  
 
(b) agree a supplementary estimate to the 2022/23 revenue budget £165,000 from Vale 

of White Horse District Council, fully funded from the grant monies held in the 
council's reserves, thereafter, to be managed by the relevant budget holder to deliver 
the approved delivery plan.   

 

8. Design guide  
 
Cabinet considered the head of planning’s report, which proposed a new Joint Design 
Guide.  The guide had been developed by the Vale and South Oxfordshire District Council 
as a supplementary planning document to the Vale’s adopted Local Plan.  The guide 
would also form a supplementary planning document to the Joint Local Plan once that had 
been adopted.  The Joint Design Guide would help the public when designing new 
development and would assist officers and members of the Planning Committee in 
determining planning applications.  The guide had been subject to public consultation.  
The report set out the consultation results and proposed changes.   
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On 20 June 2022, the Joint Scrutiny Committee had considered the guide also, suggesting 
some changes.  These were set out in an amendment note, which had been published as 
a supplement alongside the Cabinet agenda.   
 
The Cabinet member recommended Cabinet to adopt the Joint Design Guide, along with 
the changes recommended in the amendment note following the Joint Scrutiny Committee 
meeting.   
 
Cabinet welcomed the new Joint Design Guide, believing that it would provide clear advice 
to all users.  Members were pleased that the new guide was an interactive, online 
publication.  This would make it easier for the public to use and it could be updated quickly 
as planning legislation changed.  Cabinet also welcomed the changes suggested following 
the Joint Scrutiny Committee meeting.   
 
Cabinet thanked the officers and councillors involved in this project, and thanked the Joint 
Scrutiny Committee for its suggestions.   
 
RESOLVED to:  
 
(a) adopt the Joint Design Guide for Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire district 

councils as a supplementary planning document, subject to the changes set out in 
the amendment note following the Joint Scrutiny Committee on 20 June 2022; and  

 
(b) authorise to the head of planning, in consultation with the Cabinet member for 

corporate services and transformation (Vale) and the Cabinet members for planning 
(South), to make necessary minor amendments or typographical corrections to the 
supplementary planning document prior to publication and undertake any factual 
updates thereafter (e.g. web links and live neighbourhood plan maps).   

 
9. Corporate plan performance monitoring report quarter 4 and 

annual review report 2021/22  
 
Cabinet considered the corporate plan performance monitoring report for quarter 4 
2021/22, together with the annual review report for 2021/22.   
 
Cabinet welcomed the reports.  They provided a helpful strategic overview of the council’s 
performance.  Officers would be increasing the promotion of these performance reports 
through the website and social media.   
 
Cabinet thanked officers and the Cabinet member for the reports, as well as Councillor 
Catherine Webber for her work as the former Cabinet member for climate emergency and 
the environment.   
 
RESOLVED: to note the corporate plan performance monitoring report for quarter 4, 
2021/22 and the annual review report for 2021/22.   
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 11.18 am 
 
 
Chair:        Date:  


